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Class-action suit OK'd
Breast cancer patients can sue drugmaker
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A B.C. judge has certified a class-action lawsuit for women who suffered
breast cancer after taking hormone replacement drugs.

In a ruling released Thursday, B.C. Supreme Court Madam Justice
Miriam Gropper found that representative plaintiff Dianna Stanway had
met the criteria for the certification.

Stanway, 65, a resident of Sechelt, started taking a drug called Premarin
in 1995 for relief from symptoms of menopause.

She stopped taking the drug in March 2003 after reading news about
links between the drug and breast cancer.

But several months later she was diagnosed with ductal and lobular
breast cancer.

Stanway was not available to comment on the court ruling Friday, but her
lawyers released a statement from her.

"I never would have taken Premarin had | been told of the risks," she
said. "Fortunately, | won my battle with breast cancer. Not everyone is so
lucky. | want my lawsuit to help all Canadian women, and their families,
who have been harmed by this drug."

David Klein, one of Stanway's lawyers, estimated that the number of
Canadian women affected could be in the thousands.

"I expect the number might top a thousand even in British Columbia. The
challenge is in having women come forward to assert their claims. There
are a lot of women who may not have drawn the link between using
hormone replacement therapy and developing breast cancer."

He said he expects it will be a year or two before the case goes to trial.

Stanway is alleging that the makers of Premarin, and a second
prescription drug called Premplus, marketed their drugs for decades
without sufficient research as to their safety.

LIFE  TECHNOLOGY

BShareThis

STORY TOOLS

E-mail this Article

Print this Article

Font: ATE A

RELATED STORIES
FROM AROUND THE
WEB

Judge certifies class-
action lawsuit
involving hormone
drug linked to cancer
Ottawa Citizen, Canada
Saturday, August 06,
2011

http://www.theprovince.com/health/Class+action+suit/5218583/story.htmI[11-08-08 3:37:04 PM]

TRAVEL | JOBS  CARS

canada.com NETWORK

B.C. charities urging
donations to help with

East Africa famine
watch video...

HOMES  CLASSIFIEDS

RELATED TOPICS

Dianna Stanway
Breast Cancer

Cancer

MOST POPULAR NEWS

MOST READ  E-MAILED COMMENTED
Woman in custody after man found stabbed to

death at Surrey home
Owner of popular Vancouver restaurant wonders
if he’s being targetted after another blaze hits his

business

Fly-fishing tragedy claims two in Cheakamus
River

Richmond man charged with second-degree
murder in Vancouver case

The Dish: Producer reveals details of Brad
Pitt/JenniferAniston split

Vancouverite to spend 80 days at airport after
winning "Live@YVR" contest

more »

BREAKING NEWS ALERT

Sign up to receive e-mail alerts on breaking news


http://www.theprovince.com/videos/featured/video.html?embedCode=pzNnNwMjqf0Baxxlge-gLag9GnmuVc5B

http://www.theprovince.com/index.html
http://www.theprovince.com/news/
http://www.theprovince.com/sports/
http://www.theprovince.com/entertainment/
http://www.theprovince.com/opinion/
http://www.theprovince.com/business/
http://www.theprovince.com/health/
http://www.theprovince.com/life/
http://www.theprovince.com/technology/
http://www.theprovince.com/travel/
http://www.working.com/theprovince/index.html
http://www.driving.ca/theprovince/index.html
http://www.househunting.ca/theprovince/
http://vancouverprovince.oodle.com/
http://twitter.com/search?q=undefined
javascript:EmailThis('','/story_emailthis.html');
javascript:openWindow('/story_print.html?id=5218583&sponsor=','StoryPrint','toolbar=yes,menubar=yes,scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=680,height=650');
http://infor.md/pLbrHo
http://infor.md/pLbrHo
http://infor.md/pLbrHo
http://infor.md/pLbrHo
http://www.theprovince.com/health/topic.html?t=Person&q=Dianna+Stanway
http://www.theprovince.com/health/topic.html?t=Topic&q=Breast+Cancer
http://www.theprovince.com/health/topic.html?t=Topic&q=Cancer
http://www.theprovince.com/health/topic.html?t=Person&q=Dianna+Stanway
http://www.theprovince.com/health/topic.html?t=Topic&q=Breast+Cancer
http://www.theprovince.com/health/topic.html?t=Topic&q=Cancer

http://www.theprovince.com/Woman+custody+after+found+stabbed+death+Surrey+home/5219106/story.html
http://www.theprovince.com/Woman+custody+after+found+stabbed+death+Surrey+home/5219106/story.html
http://www.theprovince.com/Owner+popular+Vancouver+restaurant+wonders+being+targetted+after+another+blaze+hits+business/5219553/story.html
http://www.theprovince.com/Owner+popular+Vancouver+restaurant+wonders+being+targetted+after+another+blaze+hits+business/5219553/story.html
http://www.theprovince.com/Owner+popular+Vancouver+restaurant+wonders+being+targetted+after+another+blaze+hits+business/5219553/story.html
http://www.theprovince.com/fishing+tragedy+claims+Cheakamus+River/5219024/story.html
http://www.theprovince.com/fishing+tragedy+claims+Cheakamus+River/5219024/story.html
http://www.theprovince.com/Richmond+charged+with+second+degree+murder+Vancouver+case/5222264/story.html
http://www.theprovince.com/Richmond+charged+with+second+degree+murder+Vancouver+case/5222264/story.html
http://www.theprovince.com/Dish+Producer+reveals+details+Brad+Pitt+JenniferAniston+split/5222298/story.html
http://www.theprovince.com/Dish+Producer+reveals+details+Brad+Pitt+JenniferAniston+split/5222298/story.html
http://www.theprovince.com/Vancouverite+spend+days+airport+after+winning+Live+contest/5222422/story.html
http://www.theprovince.com/Vancouverite+spend+days+airport+after+winning+Live+contest/5222422/story.html
http://www.theprovince.com/most-popular-articles.html
http://www.theprovince.com/most-popular-articles.html
javascript:setClass('mostpopular','tab_id_01');
javascript:setClass('mostpopular','tab_id_02');
javascript:setClass('mostpopular','tab_id_03');
http://www.theprovince.com/subscribe/offer/
http://members.canada.com/canada/theprovince/subscribers/selfserve/index.html?site=cc&brand=theprovince
http://digital.theprovince.com/
http://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/the-province/id406549561?mt=8
http://www.canada.com/

Class-action suit OK'd

It's also alleged that the defendants used ghostwriting in scientific

journals to distort and downplay the risks.

Klein said that many similar lawsuits have resulted in settlements in more

than 3,300 cases in the United States.

Named as defendants are Wyeth Canada Inc., Wyeth Pharmaceuticals

Inc. and several other related companies.

Klein said that Pfizer Inc., which bought the defendants two years ago,

had recently set aside $772 million to resolve remaining claims in the

United States.
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